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THE CHOSEN - 1,070 spoken words JOHN 3:2-21 - 419 spoken words (KJV, lightly modernized)

Jesus: I asked the owner of this house for more lanterns, but he said they would draw attention.
Nicodemus: Yes, I imagine they would.
Jesus: The human eye is drawn to light. We can't help it. It just happens.
Nicodemus: There are many things we are drawn to without our thinking or our ability to explain
why. Thank you for agreeing to meet.
Jesus: Thank you for trying to help Mary when you did.
Nicodemus: I was no help.
Jesus: You were meant to be there.
Nicodemus: Me? So I could fail miserably at an exorcism in the Red Quarter?
Jesus: If you had not been there that day, would you be on this roof tonight?
Nicodemus: I don't know where to start. I have so many questions.
Jesus: Shall we sit first?
Nicodemus: Oh, yes, of course. The Eastern slums. Many wandering preachers have
succeeded in gathering crowds with their rhetoric and fiery tone.
Jesus: I've heard a few of them over the years myself.
Nicodemus: So you know the type. But I have never heard anyone tell a paralytic to get up and
walk, much less it actually happens.
Jesus: So what is your conclusion?
Nicodemus: I believe you are not acting alone. No one can do these signs you do without having
God in him. Only someone who has come from God.
Jesus: And how is that belief going over in the synagogue, huh? Which is why we are here at this
hour. What else?
Nicodemus: What have you come here to show us?
Jesus: A kingdom?
Nicodemus: That is what our rulers are worried about.
Jesus: No, not that kind.
Nicodemus: Then what?
Jesus: A sort of kingdom that a person cannot see unless he is born again.
Nicodemus: Born again?
Jesus: Yes.
Nicodemus: You mean a new creature? A conversion from gentile to Jewish?
Jesus: No, no, that's not what I'm talking about.
Nicodemus: Then what is born again? I hope you don't mean return to the womb. Because that
would be a problem for me. My mother, may she rest in peace, is dead.
Jesus: Truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom
of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the spirit is spirit. That
part of you that is what must be reborn to new life.
Nicodemus: How can these things be?
Jesus: Ah, A teacher of Israel. And yet you do not understand these things.
Nicodemus: I'm trying, Rabbi.
Jesus: I know. I know. Do you hear this?
Nicodemus: What?
Jesus: Listen. What do you hear?
Nicodemus: The wind.
Jesus: How do you know it's the wind?
Nicodemus: Because I can feel it. I hear it sound.
Jesus: Do you know where it comes from?
Nicodemus: No.
Jesus: Do you know where it's going?
Nicodemus: No.
Jesus: That's what it is to be born again of the spirit. The Spirit may work in a way that is a
mystery to you. And while you cannot see the Spirit, you can recognize his effect.
Nicodemus: Mind Is consumed with thoughts of what a stir these words would cause among the
teachers of the law.
Jesus: Yes, and I do not expect otherwise. I speak of what I know and have seen, and it has not
been received by the religious leader.
Nicodemus: It is hard to receive.
Jesus: So if I have told you of earthly things and you do not believe, how can I tell you heavenly
things?
Nicodemus: I believe your words. I just fear you may not have a chance to speak many more of
them before you are silenced.
Jesus: I have come to do more than speak words, Nicodemus.
Nicodemus: More miracles.
Jesus: Yes, but even more than that. Do you remember when the children of Israel complained
against God and against Moses in the wilderness of Paran?
Nicodemus: Yes. They wanted to return to Egypt and they cursed the manna that God sent
them. And then they were bitten by serpents and they were dying. But God made a way for them
to be healed.
Jesus: Moses lifted the bronze serpent in the desert and people only needed to look at it. So will
the Son of Man be lifted up so that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
Nicodemus: Our people are not dying from snake bites. They're dying from taxation and
oppression.
Jesus: I'm sorry to disappoint you, but I did not come to deliver the people from Rome.
Nicodemus: Then from what?
Jesus: From sin. From spiritual death. God loves the world in this way that he gave his only son.
That whoever believes in him shall not perish, but have eternal life.
Nicodemus: So this has nothing to do with Rome. It's all about sin.
Jesus: God did not send his son into the world to condemn it, Nicodemus. He sent him to save it.
Through him. It's as simple as Moses' serpent on the pole. Whoever believes in him will not be
condemned.
Jesus: But whoever does not believe stands condemned already.
Nicodemus: When I met Lilith. Mary. That day, I told my wife and my students she was beyond
human aid. Only God could have healed her.
Nicodemus: And then I saw her healed. And here you are. The healer. My whole life I have. I
wondered if I would see this day.
Jesus: Follow me and you'll see more.
Nicodemus: Follow you.
Jesus: Join me and my students. In two days time we leave Capernaum. Come see the kingdom
I am bringing into this world.
Nicodemus: But I.
Jesus: You have a position in the Sanhedrin. You have family. You are getting advanced in
years. I understand. But the invitation is still open.
Nicodemus: The invitation to what exactly? To lead a nomadic life? To give up who I am?
Jesus: It's true there is a lot you would give up. But what you would gain is far greater and more
lasting.
Nicodemus: Is this another one of your born again mysteries,.
Jesus: Maybe. I know mysteries aren't easy for a scholar. Think about it. Take your time. On the
morning of the fifth day, we leave and we'll meet by the well in the southern quarter at dawn.
Nicodemus: Is. Is this. Is the kingdom of God really coming?
Jesus: What does your heart tell you?
Nicodemus: My heart is swollen with fear and wonder. It could tell me nothing except that I am
standing on Holy ground. Holy roof anyway
Jesus: I do hope you'll come with us. Nicodemus, You don't have to do that. What are you doing?
Nicodemus: Kiss the son, lest he be angry and you perish in the way.
Jesus: Blessed are all who take refuge in him.

Nicodemus: Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God: for no man can do these
miracles that you do, except God be with him.
Jesus: Verily, verily, I say to you, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of
God.
Nicodemus: How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his
mother's womb, and be born?
Jesus: Verily, verily, I say to you, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot
enter into the kingdom of God.
That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
Marvel not that I said to you, You must be born again.
The wind blows where it wills, and you hear the sound thereof, but cannot tell from where it
comes, and where it goes: so is every one that is born of the Spirit.
Nicodemus: How can these things be?
Jesus: Are you a master of Israel, and know not these things?
Verily, verily, I say to you, We speak that we do know, and testify that we have seen; and you
receive not our witness.
If I have told you earthly things, and you believe not, how shall you believe, if I tell you of
heavenly things?
And no man has ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of
man which is in heaven.
And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up:
That whosoever believes in him should not perish, but have eternal life.
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.
For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him
might be saved.
He that believes on him is not condemned: but he that believes not is condemned already,
because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.
And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather
than light, because their deeds were evil.
For every one that does evil hates the light, neither comes to the light, lest his deeds should be
reproved.
But he that does truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are
wrought in God.
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